Programs boost
understanding
of forest 1ssues

Foothills Model Forest has closed out a very successful sum-
mer of helping Albertans learn more about what sustainable forest
management means and how it may be implemented.

Public affairs manager Anna Kauffman says communications
with stakeholders holds equal importance along with the work of
scientific investigation - and sometimes it demands equal
ingenuity. When National Forest Week was snowed out in May,
for instance, the Woods Tour went to the students instead of vice
versa and about 300 Hinton students enjoyed the program in the
classroom.

Over the summer five half-day Woods Tours were provided,
with a Foothills Model Forest interpreter helping participants learn
about the forest and sustainable forest management. The tours
include watching wildlife, exploring old forest fire burns and
learning about research work undertaken in the region.

Foothills Model Forest hosted a very popular forum in the
spring on the various systems of sustainable forest management
certification. “The event was very successful,” reports Kauffman.
“Nearly 100 people attended, and there is real interest in possibly
hosting another forum in the future.”

Foothills Model Forest staff and partners went on to host a
wide array of summer outreach programs. More than 3,000
visitors to Jasper National Park, for instance, enjoyed the
amphitheatre program at Whistler’s Campground within the park.
“Participants sit around the campfire and learn about our grizzly
bear research program, or the fish and watershed project,” says
Kauffman. The hands-on sessions allow visitors to check out the
backpack electrofisher, a device researchers use to momentarily
immobilize fish so they can be included in fish population surveys.

“The sessions help people realize that fish, streams and
aquatic habitats are integral parts of a forest, and that a forest is
much more than trees,” she says.

A grizzly bear exhibit proved a huge hit with visitors at

Foothills Model Forest was one of
five Alberta locations featured in the
TV documentary From Pole to Pole
produced by a Hong Kong company
this year and destined for viewing by

some 100 million viewers in Asia.

Foothills Model Forest staff are help-
ing develop stream classification data
and innovative restoration techniques,
as well as educational programs for
local students, in Hinton’s Hardisty
Creek Restoration project.
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Award-winning exhibit profiles grizzly bear research

Jasper Yellowhead Musuem and Archives after it opened in July.
In addition the Within Growling Distance exhibit, which profiles
Foothills Model Forest’s renowned grizzly bear research project,
earned the Jasper National Park Heritage Communications
Award. The exhibit has now closed in Jasper and will be prepared
for touring across Alberta and Canada. The exhibit was jointly
produced by the Foothills Model Forest, Jasper Yellowhead
Museum and Archives and Jasper National Park to commemorate
2001°s Year of the Great Bear Legacy events, sponsored by Parks
Canada.

Staff are now looking ahead to 2003, and Kauffman says
ambitious plans are afoot for Foothills Model Forest’s
involvement in the UN International Year of Fresh Water. Both
senior levels of government, as well as public and private sector
partners, are making plans to use the occasion to launch a two-
year celebration of the importance of water to the cultural and
ecological heritage of Canadians. The main focus will be on the
watersheds of the Athabasca-Peace-Mackenzie, North and South
Saskatchewan, Fraser and Columbia river systems.

A new Criteria and Indicators
report itemizes the measures of
sustainability chosen for the forests of
West Central Alberta and gives results
obtained so far. Call the Foothills
Model Forest for your copy.
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Beyond the Boundaries . . .

Benetfits of forest research carried far and wide

Demonstrating successful, science-based
approaches to sustainable forest management
continues to be the mandate of the Foothills
Model Forest.

And as it heads into its third five-year
funding cycle, the organization will focus more
and more on ways to ensure the broadest-possi-
ble audience is receiving this critical informa-
tion, general manager Don Podlubny says.

Foothills Model Forest encompasses a
landbase managed by partners that include
Jasper National Park, Weldwood of Canada
and provincial protected areas. The practical
know-how and scientific expertise gathered
across this landbase over the last 10 years,
however, has a value that extends far beyond
the region’s boundaries.

Podlubny points to Gord Stenhouse,
project leader of the grizzly bear research
program, being appointed science leader of
Alberta’s provincial grizzly bear recovery
team. Information gathered in the long-running
grizzly bear study is also being used by timber
companies outside the region, such as Sunpine
Forest Products at Sundre.

“We’re also being asked to expand our
natural disturbance research program in the
central east slopes around Nordegg and Rocky
Mountain House,” Podlubny says. “We’re
developing partnerships outside of Foothills
Model Forest to look at disturbance effects on
sustainable forest management in a demonstra-
tion area north along Highway 40. Perhaps
studies on grizzly bears, fish populations and
caribou can be integrated within this
demonstration area.”

This kind of inte-
gration plan is a sign of
where Foothills Model
Forest is  heading.
“We’ve stepped out of
the boundaries with our .8
participation in develop- %
ment of an integrated
resource management [§
plan for the northeastern
slopes region,” Pod-
lubny says. “Only a part
of the region encom-
passes Foothills Model
Forest, and integrating [
the resource data will be |
carried across the entire
region.”

Word of Foothills [
Model Forest research [
spread even further over :
the summer when a staff
member made a presentation at a noted sympo-
sium on geographic information systems (GIS)
in San Diego, California. Specialist Julie Dugas
explained GIS processes used by Foothills
Model Forest personnel and some of the
successes that have resulted. The symposium
was attended by about 12,000 people.

Rod Fraser, president of the University of
Alberta and a member of the Alberta Chamber
of Resources, visited Foothills Model Forest
from Edmonton during the summer. “The fact
that a high-level member of the Alberta
Chamber of Resources wants to see what we’re
doing, and queried how the University of

New money, new management announced

Natural Resources Canada announced
over the summer that Canada’s Model Forest
Program will be funded for another five
years.

The $40-million announcement puts
the program into its third five-year phase.
Interior western Canada’s four Model
Forests - Macgregor, Foothills, Prince
Albert and Manitoba - will each receive
$500,000 a year for the next five years from
the federal government. Alliances with
industry and other partners will likely dou-
ble that amount.

It’s expected the new phase will see
model forests focus on technology transfer
and outreach to ensure research results are
being made available on the broadest-
possible basis to forest managers and
practitioners.

At the Hinton-based Foothills Model
Forest, it was announced in August that Don
Podlubny has succeeded Mark Storie as

general manager.

Podlubny has worked for 32 years in
resource management with the government of
Alberta, seven of those in managerial positions.
For the four-and-a-half years before joining
Foothills Model Forest he was director of the
Environmental Training Centre in Hinton,
which houses the Foothills Model Forest
offices, and was also on the board of directors
of the Foothills Model Forest.

“This new job is exciting for me, because
the aim of the model forest is to put into
practice the results of research on innovative
resource management, and I have some practi-
cal experience in that area,” Podlubny said.

He’s enthusiastic about the opportunity to
advance an enhanced Aboriginal initiative, due
to be mapped out by the end of this year. It will
define processes by which resource managers
can interact positively with Aboriginal commu-
nities that need certain parts of the landscape
protected from disturbance. This, and many

Crew filming “From Pole to Pole” visited Foothills Model Forest

1

Alberta can increase its participation and
support of the Foothills Model Forest, was
certainly very encouraging,” Podlubny says.

On the international front, Foothills
Model Forest received a contingent of Austrian
and Swiss foresters on a recent tour of western
Canada. Foothills Model Forest forest also
played host to a group from France, and in
October a delegation was expected from Chile
to learn more about Canadian forest manage-
ment practices.

Foothills Model Forest was also one of the
“stars” of From Pole to Pole, a television
documentary produced for audiences in Asia.

Don Podlubny
other programs, could ultimately be put to

use outside the model forest’s boundaries,
Podlubny said.



Tech transfer .

Research helps reduce communlty fire rlsk

Foothills Model Forest staff ar
helping span the gulf between
opposing and often-competing rea
ties in rural and recreational deve
opments.

On one hand fire suppression
the forest is useful to safeguard li
and property. On the other, wildfi
has always been a vital force in c
ating wildlife habitat and fores
diversity.

Researchers and parks mg
agers are banking on a double-edq
program that combines haza
reduction with knowledge of fored
ecosystems in and around Jas
townsite. The Foothills Mode
Forest's $1.5 million FireSmart
ForestWise initiative is unique in t
way it combines fire protection wit

ecological goals and forest restoipryning and thinning help control forest ﬂammablllty

tion around urban development.

ple in some cases,” reports
H Westhaver. After fire crews complete
"~ chainsaw work, volunteers burn
i debris, pile and haul away wood.

Significant benefits from the
demonstration projects have already
been realized. “People are getting

involved and taking responsibility for
! fire protection and forest restoration
in their own community,” Westhaver
! points out. “It gives them a great
[ chance to get involved in environ-
mental stewardship in a hands-on
way.”

“We hope to provide, through
this project, a working example for
other communities, both within and
beyond the model forest boundaries.”

Eventually the treated area will
encompass a narrow fringe of forest
(about 350 hectares) surrounding the
town of Jasper and the Lake Edith

Vigorous fire suppression programs haveForest. Six demonstration sites have been corcottage area. Though this represents only a
been maintained in Alberta for decades. Bupleted over the last two years, to familiarize th¢fraction of one per cent of Jasper’s forested

scientists have also discovered that fire is apublic with the program,

reports FireSmartarea, it's critical in terms of ecological integri-

essential evolutionary force in structuring for-Project Manager Alan Westhaver. The demonty, fire protection and setting up future pre-
est ecosystems and wildlife habitat. Fire supstrations, each between half and one hectare scribed burns in a much broader area of the
pression has sometimes resulted in forests thsize, are within Jasper townsite and the Lakpark. Controlled burning will be used, where
are more dense, with a declining number oEdith cottage development. Work has beeiappropriate and safe, as one of the fuel reduc-
open habitats and increasing volumes of fueconducted to thin dense forests, reduce de:tion and forest restoration methods.

for wildfires.

The goal of FireSmart-ForestWise is tomability of the forest.
restore ecological conditions and reduce th

threat of wildfires within Foothills Model

Foothills Model Forest was one o

fire management tool now being enhancgd
and tested at the national level. Trle
project is now managed by Albert
Sustainable Resource Development.
The software development of the fir|
growth model began as a Foothills Mod
Forest project. The prototype model has
been transferred to the Canadign
Interagency Forest Fire Centre fdr
completion as a national project.
Prometheus combines modeling
potential fire growth with hourly weathe
data to help users determine the potengal
threat of a wildfire to various values
risk, and to assess the likely efficacy @f
fuel management and other mitigati
strategies. The program is open afd
flexible, making it useful to landscap
modelers, university researchers, and fgr-
est management and municipal plannerg.
Canadian fire management specigl-
ists visited Hinton this year for a work
shop to test drive Prometheus Version
prior to its use in the 2003 fire season.
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the proud parents of Prometheus, a forgst

material and prune lower limbs to reduce flam FireSmart-ForestWise is a joint effort of
Foothills Model Forest, the Municipality of
“One of the highlights is the significant Jasper, the University of Calgary, ATCO

amount of public participation - up to 60 peo-Electric and many other partners.

New tools aid forest managers

Foothills Model Forest invited researchersday decisions concerning stream protection.
and GIS (geographic information systems Richard McCleary, biologist with the fish
professionals to a workshop in Hinton to learrand watershed research program, is primary
more about data management and integraticauthor of both books. “Streams and waterways
with GIS in natural resource management.  are critical to healthy wildlife populations, and

“It was a very diverse group, and we facecthey demand special measures of protection
a challenge in meeting the interest levels cwhen foresters and energy developers are
everyone,” GIS co-ordinator Christian Weik working around them,” he says.
reports. Feedback was positive, however, an More than 30,000 km of stream drain the
Weik says a second workshop will be planneldandscape of the Foothills Model Forest, and
using comments provided at the initial sessiorabout half of these are located outside of
A chief objective of the September workshogprotected areas. Stream characteristics change
was to highlight the importance of proper datedramatically as they run their course, and
management. A hands-on session on databameasures required to protect habitat and water
system design was included. values change accordingly.

GIS facilitates the creation and analysis o Foothills Model Forest has developed a
detailed digital maps that support decisiorclassification system to identify stream charac-
makers in a variety of disciplines, including teristics. All streams within the Weldwood of
resource management, urban plannincCanada Forest Management Agreement area
engineering and environmental studies. have been classified, and plans now are for the

Meanwhile two new guidebooks on aquat-study area to be expanded to include the entire
ic habitat are under development at Foothill:Northern East Slopes region.

Model Forest - a riparian management manus The new guidebooks, available early next
and a stream crossing publication designed tyear, will help ensure the right decisions are
help resource managers with practical day-tcmade at whatever location is under review.
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Milestones . . .

Plan promotes research coordination

Foothills Model Forest has been
asked to take on a co-ordinating role for
all of the grizzly bear research taking
place across Alberta.

Gord Stenhouse, project manager
of the Foothills Model Forest grizzly
bear research project, feels it’s a feather
in the cap for the Hinton-based
organization. “It says something about
the quality of work and the reputation
of the model forest to be asked to take
on a coordinating role by the province,”
he says.

There are four or five other grizzly
bear research programs under way in
other parts of the province, and
Stenhouse says the government’s desire

researchers.  Greater  information
sharing will help ensure that the bears’
priority needs are being met and
information gaps are being addressed.
Information coming out of the
coordinated work will also be valuable
in developing a recovery plan for
grizzly bear populations, as requested
this year by the provincial government.
Stenhouse has been named science
leader of the recovery plan team.
Alberta Sustainable Resource
Development Fish and Wildlife
Division plans to link and co-ordinate
grizzly bear research activities in
Alberta through the Foothills Model
Forest program as part of an overall

team we have in
place, as well
our momentum
and administra-
tive  systems
and the strong
sponsorships
that have been
established,”
Stenhouse says.

Stenhouse
says research
has been under
way across the province since the
1960s, though the data hasn’t been
integrated to any great extent so far.
The ultimate objective will be to

Gord Stenhouse

to have them all coordinated is good
news for grizzly bears, and for

provincial strategy.
recognizes the science and scientific

“The decision
ment strategies.

Major natural disturbance pilot in the works

The Foothills Model Forest’s natural disturbance
program is set to open a whole new chapter in the drive to
integrate research with practical forest management.

David Andison, a consultant with Bandaloop
Landscape Ecosytem Services and project manager for the
Foothills Model Forest Natural Disturbance program, is
exuberant about a planned project he says will change the
way foresters do business.

He’s talking about the creation of a large scale demon-
stration site that could cover tens of thousands of hectares on
the Foothills Model Forest landbase and involve researchers
from a multitude of disciplines, working together to see how
natural resource management planning can better be based
on patterns of natural disturbance.

For example, using the natural patterns identified in
Andison’s research and merging them with maps and
models generated by the Foothills Model Forest grizzly bear
research project on a large-scale demonstration site could
allow scientists and land managers to make useful
predictions as to how bears use the landscape. The same
would apply to caribou or bird populations - and reliable
predictions would improve decision-making around timing

and location of forest
operations.  Andison
said he hopes to have a
team together within the
next year to develop a
plan for the demonstra-
tion site. “It’s high on
our priority list at
Foothills Model Forest,
but it’s going to take
some significant effort
to see it through.”

“It’s very exciting,
it’s where the rubber
hits the road,” Andison
says of the plan. “If we
can do this and learn
something from the
process and at the same time develop practices that are
socially acceptable as well as economically and socially
feasible, we’ve scored some pretty good points for the future
of sustainable forest management in Alberta.”

Dave Andison

translate research findings into manage-
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| Canada has taken the lead n rescarching ways 1o sustain and enhance our [orests. The government of Canada. through the Canadian !'()rt'sl
Service, initiated the Model Foresl Network in 1992, It introduced this system of 11 Canadian and o number ol international research sites
“dedicated to building partnerships locally, nationally, and m[unaﬂon.ll[\ to generate new ideas and on-the-ground wols for sustainable
[orest management! This process has brought logether hundreds of partners including academia, industry, governmenl, communilies,
aboriginal peoples, the public, and other stakeholders.

Alberta is represented in the Canadian Network by (he Foothills Model Forest in Hinton. At 275 million hectares (27,500 square kilomelres)
the Foothills Model Foresl is the largest madel forest in the world. 1L indudes Jasper National Park, Weldwood of Canada Limited's (Iinton
Division) working forest managemenl agreement arca, Willmore Wilderness Park and other provincal crown lands




